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Unique Happiness and Path:  A Village Adoption Project in Yunnan, China  1
This book shares and celebrates the 
happiness and valuable experiences that the 
volunteers of the Village Adoption Project in 
Yunnan have gained in the three years of the 
Project.
The Office of Service-Learning of Lingnan 
University of Hong Kong jointly launched 
with Deloitte China the three-year Village 
Adoption Project 2007-2010 in Yunnan. 
It is a pilot project that aims to develop a 
sustainable development model for rural 
communities in China through a combination 
of academic research, corporate social 
responsibility, and volunteering for a tenor 
long enough to implement real change. 
Besides this goal, the project also aims to 
encourage a culture and spirit of “Serving 
to Learn and Learning to Serve” amongst all 
the participants. 
In 2007, the first batch of Deloitte staff and 
Lingnan students flew from Hong Kong to 
Kunming. It takes more than six hours to get 
from Kunming airport to Gezhangla Village, 
as the village is located on a mountain over 
3,000 meters above sea level. Villagers 
have to walk at least one hour to reach the 
nearest town. The weather is very dry and 
drought is something the villagers have to 
face frequently. When the weather is fine, 
the village is very sandy but when it rains, 
it is covered in mud. In the course of the 
three years that followed, our volunteer 
teams have worked in sometimes very dry 
and sometimes very wet conditions. We 
have come to feel anticipation (almost like 
coming home) when the terraced fields and 
tiled roofs of Gezhangla come into view. 
Every time, we are greeted by the friendly 
smiling faces of the villagers.
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8Introduction of the Village 




























































Life Stories in 
Gezhangla Village



































































































































































































































































































“Do you love school?”
“Yes, I do!”
“And how long do you want to study?”
“When I finish primary school, I’ll go to middle 
school. Then I’ll go to high middle school and 
university.”
“Do you think you can finish them all?”
“I don’t know. My father says that if I can’t go to 
school, I’ll go back home and work in the field. 











































































































































































































Common Goal in 
Diversified Team
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The Village Adoption 
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Thoughts and 
Feelings of Other 
Participants
32
Feel the Passion, Embrace Life
Mr Song, one of the villagers treated us to lunch with 
his family. We were very honoured to be served with 
brand-new chopsticks and also pork and chicken which 
they normally have during the festive season.   
CHONG	Ka-ka,	Lingnan	University
I feel very lucky to have been able to participate in this 
Village Adoption Project in Yunnan. Had it not been for 
this trip to Gezhangla Village, I would never have imagined 
that the roads that the villagers walk on are so rugged and 
muddy, that the water supply in the village is so scarce, and 
the people here are so hardworking and honest. Nor would I 
have known that the food that the children in the village 
want to eat the most is the meat bun, which is the least 
favorite food of children in big cities.     
WANG	Tian,	Lingnan	University
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Some people may be suspicious and doubt how much 
aid we, ordinary people who are not supermen, could 
provide within such a short time. Through this visit to 
the village, I have learned that so long as we have tried, 
the help and support we are able to provide, however 
limited, will lead to results that may be better than we 
had ever imagined. We spent over one year building a 
friendly relationship and trust with the villagers. In the 
village, especially during home visits, we were received 
with great enthusiasm and hospitality. On the night 
before we left the village, the villagers came to express 
their thankfulness by proposing toasts and singing for 
us. All this touched us deeply.     
LAI	Joanne,	Deloitte	Hong	Kong
I stayed in the mountain for three and a half days. Although 
the living conditions there are poorer than in the city, I 
sincerely felt happy in the depth of my heart. When I was in 
Suzhou, I would always carry my cell phone with me and 
wouldn’t leave it for a single moment. I would frequently 
check for new messages or call history for fear of missing 
any calls. The cell phone reflects my loneliness.  In the busy 
crowd, only by clinging to my cell phone could I feel others’ 
care and concern for me. In Gezhangla Village, however, I 
left my cell phone in my bag and seldom thought about it. 
Even when I received short messages, I was reluctant to 
reply. Surrounded by the children, loneliness and solitude 
were far far away. Now I completely agree with someone’s 
opinion that happiness can come from very simple things, 
like sitting in the sun while watching children play games.  
WANG	Ya-qiu,	Deloitte	Suzhou
34
In Gezhangla Village, the use of body language is of 
equal importance to verbal communication. A granny, 
who is so old that all her teeth were gone, would burst 
into laughter every time she saw us greeting someone, 
because she couldn’t understand Mandarin Chinese. 
Every time when we couldn’t understand each other’s 
dialects, we would burst into laughter and then start to 
use our body language during the family visit. In this 
Yunnan visit, body language, in conjunction with 
verbal language, helped us to communicate with the 
villagers and get closer to them.     
CHOI	Yee-kwan,	Lingnan	University
In sharp contrast to the hardship and poverty that we saw 
in Gezhangla Village were the enthusiasm, hospitality and 
simplicity of the villagers and the innocence of the children. 
I chatted with a cooking girl, and she made a pair of insoles 
for me during the night. I took some photos for the 
children, and they gave us all types of little gifts when we 
were about to leave. We gave out a little, yet they would 
take it to heart and do as much as they could in return. 
Their sincerity shocked and touched those of us who live in 
a relatively indifferent environment in the city, and made us 
marvel.         
CHEN	Xiao-chuan,	Deloitte	Beijing
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Although I live in a different environment and come 
from a different cultural background than Deloitte 
China employees and Lingnan students, I have learned 
quite a lot from them during these days. I used to be 
pessimistic and conservative; it was them who 
encouraged me to open my mind, to communicate with 
those beside me, to look at things with optimism, to 
enjoy every moment of life, and to liberate my own 
thoughts. After the journey, now that I look at myself, I 
have changed!       
         
I have been thinking, as a Yunnan person, should I 
continue to take my life for granted, to feel proud of 
myself for being a university student and for the little 
achievement that I have made? From now on, it is time 
for me to take action; it is time for me to do something 
for my hometown, because it’s my obligation and 





After going through the nearly three-week teaching 
programme, I grew up a lot. I used to be nervous when asked 
a question by the teacher in class; now I can stand in front of a 
large group and teach classes fluidly and calmly. I used to 
regard myself as incapable of many things. Now I try 
everything with self-confidence and tell myself that I can do 
it. I used to be self-centered. Now I understand that united, 
we can do much more. I used to be the one who was always 
helped by others. Now I am able to help others… But this 
won’t be all - I’ll do even better. And all these changes that 
have happened in me wouldn’t have been possible without the 
trip to Yunnan, because then I wouldn’t be able to realise that 
I have potential. Just as Dr. Ma said, to serve others is to help 
the self. I am really thankful for being given this opportunity 
to show myself and to improve myself. I feel very happy, 
because now I understand that real happiness isn't about how 
much you give but about how much less things bother you.   
YANG	Fang,	Yunnan	Nationalities	University
Perhaps in the eyes of China and the rest of the world, 
Yunnan is a beautiful place but few ever know the other 
side of Yunnan - that it is a backward and poverty-
stricken place, that many places here in Yunnan don’t 
have power supply, that many people do not have 
enough food or clothes, that many children do not have 
a classroom so they can only attend classes in the 
scorching sun or in the pouring rain, that many children 
do not even know the taste of bread… This time, so 
many brave Lingnan students and Deloitte employees 
have done such a meaningful thing. As a student, as a 
child of the Yunnan people, I really would like to say: 
“Thank you, for your hard work and help!”   
LIU	Wen-long,	Yunnan	Normal	University
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Through close contact with the villagers and primary school 
students of Gezhangla Village over several days, I have 
gained a relatively complete understanding and knowledge 
of the living conditions, including economy, education, 
culture, customs, and sanitation, of the villagers of the Yi 
nationality village in Yunnan. As a city-dweller, I have 
learned much more about the modern society in China.   
        
What impressed and inspired me the most was the 
dedication and commitment of Lingnan teachers and 
students and the philanthropists of Hong Kong Christian 
Council to the enterprise of social service. Not only do they 
donate money and materials, but they also visit, in person, 
the households in the remote countryside to do field 
investigation and to help the villagers solve their practical 
difficulties. Such continuous and lasting dedication and 
commitment to social service is something that we lack in 
our education and in real life.      
WU	Sheng-tao,	Deloitte	Beijing
During this trip, my favourite part was the sharing 
every night, when I could listen to others’ feelings and 
experiences and be inspired by others’ words. I still 
remember a question asked by a team member: “Do we 
really know what the villagers need?” Indeed, we should 
think about this. Was it only our wishful thinking that 
we know what they need? With good intentions, we 
might be copying city practice and applying it rigidly 
to the village. Therefore, asking questions and listening 
are very important. Though we were doing volunteer 
service in the village, I feel that we have learned from 
them far more than they ever did from us.   
LAI	Wing-ki,	Lingnan	University	
38
“What do you expect of the three-year project?”   
        
“Hope.” The children answered.      
        
“You want it more than gifts?”     
        
“Yes. So long as you come to see us, we don’t need gifts.”  
         
This trip, from serving to learning, from searching to 
committing, from enjoying to feeling grateful, has made me 
re-evaluate the meaning of life.     
        
Just as Mother Theresa said, “Be faithful in small things 
because it is in them that your strength lies.” During my 
contact with the villagers, I learned about what it means to 
be happy because you are satisfied. What’s simple is 
beautiful. There are so many things in life that we should 
be thankful for. From now on, my life is already connected 
with that of the friends in the village of Yunnan.    
CHAN	Chun-ho,	Lingnan	University
What I remember best is the visit to each household to do 
a survey. Last year, I studied the Research Method of 
Social Sciences. What I learned in the class was very 
useful during this survey. There is a lot of experience and 
knowledge that you cannot learn from the book. For 
example, when we were interviewing a housewife, her 
husband was also there listening to us. Therefore, for 
many questions, she thought quite long before answering 
them. We realised that it was because she was 
embarrassed to say some things in front of her husband. 
During the service, I have realised that we are able to love 
and help others, which really makes me happy. Giving is 
better than taking, I truly agree with this. In the future, I 
will spend more time to care about those around me.   
LAU	Kin-wai,	Lingnan	University	
Education for Service -
Bringing Knowledge to Life
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We spent far more time on preparation than on the trip 
itself. But what I have learned will benefit me for life. 
The programme, in which students play a leading role, 
has provided us with a very good platform to apply our 
professional expertise and to gain real experience outside 
the classroom.        
        
What I didn’t expect was that I, who wanted to help the 
villagers, ended up being helped by them to find my 
faith. Their optimistic and sanguine attitude towards life, 
their enthusiastic and hospitable reception, and the pure 
and simple expression in their eyes have made me feel the 
precious affections between humans, thereby enhancing 
my faith in service groups and becoming more 
determined about my life goal.     
CHOW	Wai-to,	Lingnan	University
This trip of Service-Learning in Yunnan has provided us 
with the precious opportunity of applying the Strengths-
Weaknesses-Opportunities-Threats (SWOT) method and 
relevant knowledge that we learned in class to help local 
villagers design a sustainable economic development plan. 
Admittedly, there is a gap between reality and theories: for 
instance, the high revenue brought by the local tobacco 
industry undermines the attractiveness of our proposal. But 
we didn’t give up. Instead, we immediately consulted 
Deloitte employees on the delegation, made appropriate 
adjustments according to the situations of the villagers, and 
then introduced to them a feasible proposal. This experience 
taught me that not only should we have solid theoretical 
foundations, but we must also walk out of the classroom, 
understand others’ needs clearly, and then apply with 
flexibility what we have learned. Only then can we achieve 
our goal of serving others.      
CHAN	Chung-tat,	Lingnan	University
40
The early spring of March in the village in Yunnan was 
chilly, but the smiling faces of the children there made us 
warm, like a cup of spirits. What attracted me the most was 
their purity and shyness.       
        
At the time of departure, when a child put a red scarf around 
my neck, I felt a tremendous responsibility. I cried, not 
because of the imminent departure or sympathy for them, 
but because if we didn’t continue to shoulder this 
responsibility, it would hurt these lovely children and these 
simple and honest villagers. I believe we can and will carry on 
and our programme will be continued by future volunteers. 
HAO	Yu,	Deloitte	Shenzhen
The pure and innocent eyes of the children, the simple 
and sincere emotions of the villagers not only touched us 
with the warmth of home, but also gave us knowledge 
about the honest and simple ways of the villagers in the 
mountain. In addition, we learned more about the life of 
farmers and now better understand our position and 
responsibility in society. After living with the villagers 
for a few days, I became more concerned about the life of 
the underprivileged people and children in the mountain, 
and in this society that is full of material desires, my soul 
was cleansed by this trip. Indeed, we can’t do great things 
for them. But from them, we have learned that, in the 
current world with soaring economic development, there 
are still some people in poverty. It’s high time that we 
paid attention to this group of people.     
SUEN	Li-yuan,	Yunnan	Nationalities	University
Our Aspirations
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During the five years and four nights in Gezhangla Village, 
what I remember most deeply was a household with three 
children. Among them the 9-year-old son caught 
pneumonia and, due to lack of timely treatment and 
consequent complications, lost his hearing, speaking and 
self-control ability. I feel very sad and sorry for him.   
        
And finally, I am thankful to Deloitte China and Lingnan 
University for giving me the opportunity to join the visit, 
which has made me understand that the development of a 
country is not only the responsibility of the government, 
but also that of the citizens, especially us, the younger 
generation.        
SHIU	Yee-ping,	Lingnan	University
What I have seen and heard during the three days’ visit have 
verified the experts’ comment that there is an increasing gap 
between the cities and the countryside. To change the living 
standards of remote areas and develop their economies 
should be the goal of our generation and involves policies, 
economics and politics. Previously, every time I thought 
about this, I would feel puzzled and helpless, believing that I 
as an individual couldn’t help. However, through this 
activity, I have learned that there is something that I can do, 
which can be valuable and helpful to others.    
         
I am also moved by the enthusiasm of the school teachers 
and the villagers. Within that short time, we organised a 
series of relevant activities, such as a health forum, " flue-
cured" " tobacco forum, information sessions on cash crops 
like walnut trees, and an evening party with singing, 
dancing, and opusculum performances. This was indeed 
amazing. I sincerely hope that in the future I can do more 
things to again experience the high expectations of the 
children and the enthusiasm and hospitality of the villagers.  
CHEN	Xiao-hua,	Deloitte	Beijing
42
During this trip, I got to know different types of people and 
formed a greater aspiration to make a contribution to the 
motherland. The enthusiasm of the students of Yunnan 
Nationalities University infected and impressed me because 
they had an especially strong motivation and aspiration to 
improve the living conditions of the residents in the 
countryside of Yunnan. I also admired the working attitude 
of Deloitte employees. They put aside their position and 
worked hand in hand with the students. They would 
express their insightful opinions when studying a question, 
while playing joyfully with the villagers and children. 
Although we are all different, we share the same goal, 
which is to improve the living conditions of the villagers in 
Yunnan.        
YAU	Man-shan,	Lingnan	University
We often played with the local children and dined with 
the local residents on the ground. At Wuding No. 1 
Secondary School, I talked to a girl about her plan after 
graduation. She said staunchly that she wanted to study 
at Peking University and then immediately added that 
she would come back to the village after graduation to 
contribute to the development of her poverty-stricken 
hometown. Her words touched me and made me think of 
the students in Hong Kong: if they also had such staunch 
aspirations and such passion for their hometown, what 
would Hong Kong look like?     
WAI	Ming-tong,		Deloitte	Hong	Kong
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Having visited Gezhangla Village several times, I have 
witnessed the changes that have taken place in the village 
head, local government officials, and the villagers. Their 
faith and confidence in us was shown by the smiles on their 
faces. We also received warm and generous receptions by 
villagers when doing family visits.      
         
I hope that we can use our expertise and experience to 
improve the economy of the village and to help villagers 
grow good-quality crops (though this might be overseen by 
the provincial government). Once the villagers earn more 
money, they can improve their standard of living, repairing 
their houses and the roads.       
FOK	Mabel,	Deloitte	Hong	Kong
I have heard many real stories in this project and the most 
touching was the devotion of the participants to the project. 
Our family visits went smoothly: the villagers shared their 
lives and stories with us without reserve; the children treated 
us like old friends rather than strangers. All this suggests the 
hard work and selfless contribution made by many people to 
the project.         
        
The end of one journey is the beginning of another. I’m 
looking forward to the reunion of our team, to the next 
journey, and to the reunion with the villagers and children in 
Gezhangla Village.      
YEUNG	Shan-shan,	Lingnan	University
44
I really enjoyed those visits, not just because I was doing 
something good, but also because those visits changed my 
thoughts. I believe that you would agree with me that our 
previous work has won much approval and recognition, at 
least in the village. As a Christian, I feel very happy when 
the villagers get practical help and their conditions are 
improved. But at the same time, I keep reminding myself 
not to be conceited and self-satisfied. Otherwise, the 
motivation of the helpers would become impure.  I am 
thankful to God for giving me this opportunity to feel this 
way and believing in God and for the different things we 
each have obtained in the good deed.    
KWAN	Kwok-bo,	Volunteer	nurse
Four visits to the village during three years. Many things 
have changed, obviously, including me. I know better how 
to be grateful. Every time I returned home from the trip to 
the village, I felt that my soul had been cleansed. The 
village has undergone many changes; in terms of hardware 
changes, roads have been repaired and constructed by the 
local government in support of our project, the school 
dormitory has been built and water pipes have been laid for 
Gezhangla Village. However, I believe that the software 
changes are what's most important, such as the 
improvement of the sanitation and healthcare knowledge of 
the children and villagers after our training. Perhaps it is 
hard to immediately quantify the effects, but I believe that 
these are the methods that can truly help them improve 
their living.         
         
I once made a wish that, if possible, I would visit the 
village every year, to see my old friends and see the growth 
of the children in the village, just like watching my own 
children growing up. I hope that my wish comes true.   
HUI	Chung-sum,	Deloitte	Hong	Kong





Pure and Simple - "They feel 
happier than many of us."
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Children's dreams - "What they need most is not 
money, but love and communication."
48
Building Connections - Human 
to human, heart to heart
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Looking Ahead - "I have a strong urge to go back 
to this bustling place where I can continue to 
celebrate my life through energy and 
commitment to others."
50



















































































































































Appendix: Culture of the 
Yi Ethnic Group
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About Office of Service-Learning, Lingnan University
The	Office	of	Service-Learning	(OSL)	was	set	up	in	2006.	It	offers	learning	opportunities	for	students	through	service	provision,	whereby	
students,	under	the	guidance	of	course	instructors	and	service	agencies,	can	develop	positive	attitudes	and	concrete	skills,	and	integrate	their	
knowledge	through	participation	in	service-learning	programs.	The	service-learning	components	have	been	implanted	across	the	curriculum	
since	2004-05.OSL	seeks	to	provide	a	vital	University-community	link	so	that	students	can	find	fulfillment	in	academic	pursuit	and	serving	
those	in	need.	The	followings	are	the	missions:
To	promote	Lingnan	University’s	motto	“Education	for	Service”•	
To	provide	reciprocal	benefits	to	the	participants	and	the	community•	
To	produce	a	positive	developmental	impact	on	student	learning	and	growth•	
To	enhance	learning	and	teaching	efficacy	through	Service-Learning•	
